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Objective

Provide an introduction to Air Force Public Health

Show you where Public Health fits into the Aerospace Medicine Team

Overview

Public Health Personnel

Evolution of Public Health

PH Flight in AMDS

Brief Description of Roles/Responsibilities

Future in Force Health Management

Public Health Officers

Most of the Public Health Officers are veterinarians.  Some have advanced degrees in Public Health-both MPH and PhD. We also have a large number of nurses.  They all have at least an MPH beyond their nursing degree. We also have a few biologists who have experience and advanced degrees in public health.

PUBLIC HEALTH TECHS

AFSC is 4E0X1

Basic Tech School at USAFSAM - 12 Wks

Various other courses here/civilian sector (Triservice, CDC, State Health Depts)

Many have CCAF Associates degrees; some have Bachelors/Masters. In the last year, we accessed several NCO’s with degrees who had PH experience.
Topics Of Instruction

Enlisted Course -- 12 weeks

Officer Course -- 13 + weeks

All PH personnel - officer and enlisted alike - receive training in the following areas as part of their basic courses they attend here at USAFSAM:

Epidemiology

Life Sciences

Occupational Health

Medical Entomology

Public Facility Sanitation 

Food Safety and Inspection

Management and Administration

Disease Prevention & Control

Risk Communication

Computer Information Management

Readiness & Contingency Operations

Further training in most of these areas is also available here at USAFSAM through advanced courses and from other military and civilian sources.

Assignments

Base Level - by far the largest number are assigned here

But also have PH personnel assigned at:

HSI Team

Tricare Lead Agent

IERA - Institute Of Environment Safety & Occupational Risk Analysis

USAFSAM

Office Of Prevention & Health Services Assessment
Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center

Major Command

DoD Health Affairs

SAF/MIQ (Environment)

Squadron/MTF Commander

Surgeon General’s Office

The Evolution Of PH

USAF Veterinary Service  1949-1980

Care of Gov’t-owned animals; Food inspection/Food-service sanitation; Zoonoses control

Worked directly for DBMS(Clinic/hospital commander)

Congress “dis-established” USAF VC, 31 Mar 1980

SG established EHO specialty within the BSC and created the EHS, 30 Apr 1981

AF vets were given 3 choices-- 1) Transfer to the Army as a vet, 2) Get out of the military, 3) Stay in the Air Force as Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) in the BSC.

Retained all previous responsibilities except animal care and off-base food vendor inspections

Basically had 2 different people in 2 different corps doing the same job.

EHNs (MPH Nurses) became EHOs on 1 Mar 88 - transferred from NC to BSC

In 1981, we started combining vets and Environmental Health Nurses and their respective functions into 1 career field.  Either a vet or EHN was assigned to each base. 

Vets assumed the communicable disease and occupational health roles and EHNs took on the food and facility inspection functions.  

EHS renamed MPH on 16 Aug 91

MPH renamed PH on 1 July 94

Typical Aerospace Medicine Squadron - PH is one of the five flights (6 flights with optometry).

Major Program Areas

Food Safety and Food/Facility Sanitation

Disease Prevention/Communicable Disease Control

Medical Readiness

Occupational Health

Food Safety/Food Facility Sanitation

PH plays a key role in food safety.

  We ensure the food sold/used on base is safe.  

  Includes food coming into commissaries, dining halls, AAFES & MWR facilities.

  Don’t necessarily have a person on the back dock of the commissary 8 hours a day.  Work with facilities to ensure food is inspected and safe for consumers.

 Also responsible for ensuring all food facilities on base meet sanitation standards (Food Code)

Public Facility Sanitation

Wide range of public facilities including:

   Child Development Centers

   Fitness Centers

   Swimming Pools when open

   Barber/Beauty Shops

   Contract Quarters

   Youth Center

Work closely with Child Development Centers and Family Home Day Care Programs to ensure the health/safety of our children.

Disease Prevention

Disease prevention is the cornerstone of primary health prevention activities ensuring the fitness of the force to conduct combat operations

PH Roles in PHE will align w/Operational Competencies and Mission Essential Tasks  (DNBI Surveillance, Risk Assessment and Communication). 

Population health epidemiologists, disease surveillance, establish baselines, identify trends, propose intervention strategies

Communicable Disease Counseling, Contact Investigation, and Reporting

Investigate communicable disease outbreaks

Liaison with federal, state, and local PH

Communicable Disease Control Programs

TB Detection and Control Program

Conduct DNBI Surveillance (Deployed and at home) - Focus on Warriors First

Keep Our Finger on the Pulse of PIMR

Immunizations, Dental Class, DNA, G6PD, Sickle Cell, Profiles, PHA

Epi Advice/Consultation:

Member of MTF Population Health Support Working Group

Peer review study methods and conclusions for validity, limitations, caveats, value

Assist in developing, interpreting and reporting meaningful metrics

Compare local with centralized data

Help others “hug their data” - Good data needed for meaningful epi

Help MTF understand importance of data quality… education


Sexually Transmitted Disease Prevention and Control Program

Tasks include - Educate Patients; Conduct contact investigations; Make sure treated IAW CDC guidelines; Report; We do not diagnose/treat

Rabies Control (Animal Injury Program)

Victims seen at facility--bite report completed

Review to make sure treated appropriately and form completed with all necessary information

Work with vets to make sure animal found and handled appropriately--impacts on care of the patient

Other Disease Prevention Programs: 

Medical Entomology Program

Hospital Employee Health Program

Immunizations (at some places)

Anthrax 

Medical Readiness

Medical Intelligence/Disease Prevention

Pre- and post-deployment questionnaires

Medical Intelligence briefings

Disease Surveillance

Wartime Patient Decon

Occupational Health Programs

Fetal Protection Program

Shop Visits-based on trend analysis.  Go if needed--don’t just visit every shop every year

The Hearing Conservation program --PH involved with fitting of hearing protection and initial worker and annual supervisor training.  

Surveillance and epidemiological investigation of worker compensation, occupational, and environmental illness 

OHMEs - Identify personnel/recommend appropriate examination requirements

Federal HAZCOM/other occupational health education  (e.g. hazardous noise)

Future Role in Force Health Management

The Concept: Single Manager for Administration of Force Health Management  (FHM)

Consolidate FHM related  tasks into one function 

Align necessary manpower to ensure success (zero growth) 

Build in-place UTC for deployment processing

Key Stakeholders Meeting: 13-14 Nov 01

CFMs and Reps From PCO, Operational Support, Force Management and MAJCOMS Met and Discussed 

Consensus Reached: Recommendations

Consolidate Admin of Force Health Management

Decentralize Execution of Clinical Portions to PCM Teams

Identified What Programs/Tasks to Consolidate

Public Health / 4E’s as OPR

Resource From PES Authorizations (Zero Growth) 

GOAL: Establish Timeline to Meet Oct 02 Merger and Allocate Authorizations to Respective AFSCs

The FHM Admin Functions: Recommended Scope

FHM Admin Management

 Deployment Processing

 PIMR Oversight

 Immunization Oversight

 Standards

 Profiles

 Waivers

 Admin of Occupational Health Exams

 Audiograms 

 Admin of Non-Empanelled Physicals

FHM De-Fragmentation

 OUTCOMES 

Integrates program administrative  oversight for vital readiness mission  requirements 

Provides single SG point of contact for LAF commanders & unit POCs for FHM issues

Provides critical FHM administrative support structure for PCO Teams (PIMR and Occ Health Exam Administrative Oversight, Standards, Audiograms, etc) 

Provides structure and solution  for long-standing program deficiencies

Maintains capability for Preventive Medicine Teams 

Keeps operational expertise to support the warfighter

Effective Oct 02

USAF PUBLIC HEALTH MISSION

“Optimize mission effectiveness through prevention-based operational and community surveillance, analysis, and action.”
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