SIB Flight Doc Day One Handout

· Welcome to the SIB. You’ll work hard and you’ll have to learn a lot quickly but almost all Docs find it an extremely rewarding experience.

· The life science team (SEFL) at the Safety Center is there to provide advice and other assistance to you. 

· Give SEFL a call on the first day to set up communication with them, exchange phone numbers/email addresses etc. (DSN 246-0830)

· SEFL is: LtCol Tom Luna (AFSC Surgeon; RAM; dsn 246-0830); Lt Col Don White (Aerosp Physiol; dsn 246-0880); Capt John McKnight (Life Support; dsn 246-0853)

· Have a low threshold to ask for assistance. If it appears that human factors were involved (most mishaps) have a low threshold to ask for a consultant and do not wait. It’ll take a few days to get you a consultant and the earlier they get there the better. We advise you call SEFL to sort out the best specialty to send. The most common consultants are aerospace physiologists and aviation psychologists but pilot physicians and RAMs are also available. Once the specialty is identified, the SIB will need to request the consultant through the convening authority. Although there may be a difference in rank, the life science consultant works for you, the SIB’s medical member.

· You are a SIB member, not a consultant. When you draft the tab U remember that you are writing not for yourself but for the entire SIB. The ratings of the human factors you list must be the SIB’s ratings, not yours alone. You must continuously work closely with the other members of the SIB to accomplish this. Do not allow yourself to work in isolation from the other SIB members. 

· You will provide in-depth life science analyses in the tab U; the tab U analyses must match the more concise life science discussion in the tab W. Don’t allow any mismatch between the tab U, tab W, tab X (findings) and AvSAS!

· SEFL can send you a good example of an actual tab U. If you do not have one, ask for one.

· Most Docs find it quite helpful to have some objective life science feedback on the drafted tab U analyses. It is highly recommended that you send your draft tab U narrative to SEFL for review before it goes final. Remember to password protect it.

· AFPAM 91-211 is an excellent reference. Look to A3.15 for ISB Doc stuff; A4.7 for SIB Doc stuff, as well as 72 hr & 14 day hx guidance; A4.6 for life support stuff; A8 for all the human factors definitions. This AFPAM can be downloaded from the Safety Center website as well as the AF Pubs site.

· AvSAS is the new web-based tool for collecting mishap data. Let us know if you encounter any difficulties.

· Non-aircrew human factors are just as important to capture as those for aircrew. Other areas which are frequently missed include analyses of supervision, training and written guidance.

