Collecting Postdeployment Questionnaires for Bosnia


(We are not currently doing predeployment questionnaires for Bosnia)





Most of the AF Public Health offices been tasked with ensuring that Service Members returning from the Bosnia deployment complete their postdeployment questionnaires and blood collection.  Below is some guidance for this process:





Who Must Be Screened





Service Members and civilians who are deployed to the countries of Bosnia, Hungary or Croatia for 30 days or more.





Phases of Post-deployment Screening Defined





Phase 1 - Accomplished in theater prior to member re-deploying back to home station


Includes:  	(1)  Medical Threat Briefing


			(2)  Medical Threat Fact Sheet


		 	(3)  Collection of Serum


			(4)  Mental Health Questionnaire


			(5)  Medical Assessment documented on the OJE-Redeployment 				      SF600 overprint


			(6) Review of SF600 and Mental Health Questionnaires by 					      physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner with 				      	      appropriate follow-up/documentation on SF600 (if indicated).





Phase 2 - Accomplished within 30 days after departure from the theater (at home duty station)


Includes:  	(1)  Any elements of Phase 1 not completed in theater [if Member 			      has no documentation of the Phase 1 (i.e. copy of the completed 		     	      SF600) then you have to assume that Phase 1 was not done]


			(2)  An additional Medical Assessment documented on a second 				      OJE-Redeployment SF600 overprint


				


			Put original SF600 overprint in medical record and 					send a copy to:  


				Deployment Surveillance Team


				5113 Leesburg Pike, Suite 701


				Falls Church, VA  22041


			(This step is necessary for inclusion in Master Database!)





Phase 3 - Accomplished within 90 days after departure from the theater (at home duty station)


Includes:  (1)  Tuberculosis Skin Test (TST) using the Mantoux method.


General Information for Bosnia Post-deployment Screening





Periodically, through your MAJCOM Public Health Office, you will receive an electronic database listing the names of Bosnia returnees to your base.  If there are no dates listed in the columns titled “Phase 2” and “Post-Serum” then we have not received the questionnaires or the serum samples for these individuals.  These are the people that you must contact and complete the Phase 2.





The Bosnia database is less than 100% accurate, but it is the BEST that we have at this time.  The errors in the database lie on the Personnel side of the house.  





It would be useless for the Deployment Surveillance Team to correct the names in the database because an updated database is received from Personnel every two weeks.  Personnel must correct the master database.  The Deployment Surveillance Team along with representatives for the Services’ Surgeons General, met with Personnel representatives in March 1997. Air Force Personnel representatives have agreed to start working toward a more accurate database but this will take time.





It is important that you maintain good documentation in your office.  If some of the names on your electronic database do not meet the criteria for screening, document this on the roster that you maintain.  Next time you receive the database you will most likely receive these same names again in addition to new names.





Near Future:  Expect to see Pre- and Postdeployment screening requirements and databases for the Southwest Asia deployment.





Questions and requests for screening forms may be addressed to Major Sheila Kinty at (703) 681-7153 ext 126/DSN: 761-7153 ext 126 or email:  skinty@ha.osd.mil. 


