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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION LIST                                                      JAN 15 1997





FROM: HQ USAF/SG


             110 Luke Ave, Room 400


             Bolling AFB. DC 20332-7050





SUBJECT: Hepatitis B Immunization Policy for Air Force Medical and Dental Personnel





This memorandum implements interim policy for hepatitis B immunization of all personnel (active duty, civilian, and contract) who hold qualification or assignment in medical or dental career fields, as delineated in ASD(HA) memorandum, 23 Oct 96 (Atch l). Exceptions to immunization are noted in the referenced memorandum. For clarification, this requirement exceeds previous hepatitis B immunization policy that applied only to those who are at risk for exposure to blood and body fluids, as described in the previous HQ USAF/SG policy memorandum, 20 May 96 (Atch 2).





While the ASD(HA) policy states there is no requirement to screen Service members by testing for hepatitis B surface antigen or antibody prior to immunization, it is Air Force policy that those involved in exposure-prone procedures will know their hepatitis B surface antigen status (Atch 3). If positive, these personnel must be medically evaluated (includes, hepatitis B E antigen or hepatitis B DNA status) and referred to the medical treatment facility Credentials Committee for possible curtailment of privileges/scope of practice.





All Air Force civilian and contract medical and dental personnel (including trainees, volunteers, and other temporary staff) whose duties involve direct patient contact, will be immunized against hepatitis B. This is a condition of employment, beginning l Jan 97, and must be incorporated into the appropriate contracts. Public Health will continue to maintain surveillance and reporting for all employee health personnel and current Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommendations will be followed.





My point of contact is Lt Col Russell W. Eggert, HQ AFMOA/SGOP, l l0 Luke Avenue, Room 400, Bolling AFB, DC 20332-7050, DSN 297-1837.


                         





                              //signed//


                                                                          CHARLES H. ROADMAN II


                                                                             Lieutenant General, USAF, MC


                                                      Surgeon General
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